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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

The month of December was a month filled with 
music and song throughout our schools. Choirs, 
orchestras, and concert bands entertained 
families and friends as we celebrated the 
holidays.  
 
Inevitably the winter months bring inclement 
weather causing delayed openings, early 
dismissals and closings. It is never easy to make 
these decisions and it takes a coordinated effort 
from many people. The safety of students and 
staff are our most important priority. If you would 
like more information about how we make 
decisions related to inclement weather-related 
closings, please visit the district website.   
 
The start of the new year also begins preparations 
for the 2017-2018 school budget. Tentative 
budget preparations are well underway and will be 
reviewed by board committees and shared with 
the community at Board of Education meetings 
over the next few months. Public input on the 
2017-2018 budget is included on every agenda of 
the Board of Education. Administration is also 
preparing for kindergarten and Children at Play 

(CAP) registration. Additional information will be 
available later this month. 
 
The January 9, 2017, meeting of the Board of 
Education is a semi-annual organizational 
meeting. This year we will welcome new board 
member, Mrs. Jean Trujillo. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Mr. Dev Dutta for his 
term served on the board.  As a reminder, Board 
of Education meeting agendas and minutes may 
be accessed through BoardDocs. Meeting 
agendas are released by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to a board meeting. Released meeting 
minutes can be viewed by clicking on the 
meeting date and then selecting “view minutes”. 
Finally, one of the nicest activities during the 
year is the selection of Teachers of Year and 
Educational Services Professionals for our 
schools. These well-deserved educators will be 
honored at a Board of Education meeting in late 
January or early February.   
 
On behalf of the Board of Education, I wish all 
students, parents and staff a healthy and happy 
new year! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

State Assessments 
The time of year is upon us when Hillsborough 
Township Public Schools, as well as all public 
school districts in New Jersey, complies with the 
federal and state mandate to assess our students 
in skills they require in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics based upon the standards outlined 
in the New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
(NJSLS).   
 
Previously, the tests utilized to assess our 
students occurred in the form of NJASK and 
HSPA. This is the third year in which the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
Colleges and Careers (PARCC) assessment will 

be administered to all students in grades three 
(3) through eleven (11). The primary purpose of 
this assessment is to provide information to the 
state, the district, parents, and students about 
our students’ progression toward postsecondary 
readiness and success. 
   
While the assessment has been adjusted over 
the last two years, the PARCC will continue to 
follow one (1) administration component as it did 
in 2016.  
 
Science will continue to be assessed utilizing the 
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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December was a busy month for the 
students of Amsterdam School with many 
and varied projects and learning units. 
During the month, we highlighted two 
activities which included the use of 
imagination and technology to enhance 
student learning. 

 
Some students at Amsterdam School had 
the pleasure of visiting with author, Tom 
Watson via Skype. The students in Mrs. 
Shahbazian and Mrs. Kurtz's classes 
worked with Library Media Specialist, Mrs. 
Barajas and Computer Resource Teacher, 
Mrs. Rooyakkers on various activities 
based on Tom Watson's book, “Stick 
Dog.” Mrs. Barajas talked about the book 
with the students and had the students 
create their own "Stick Dog" in 
preparation. Students had to decide what 
breed of dog they wanted theirs to be and 
draw and color them. They also prepared 
meaningful questions to ask Mr. Watson. 
 
Mr. Watson was very personable and 
entertaining. He taught the students to 
draw his “Stick Dog” characters along with 

him via the video conference. He 
walked the students through the steps 
and spoke about the book and the 
characters as he went along. At the end 
of the video conference, students had 
the opportunity to ask questions and 
share their “stick dogs” with Mr. Watson 
as well. Mr. Watson was really 
impressed with their creations and said 
that he might use one of their ideas in 
an upcoming book one day. How 
exciting is that! The students (and 
teachers) really enjoyed the time with 
Mr. Watson and are excited to have him 
visit us in person in March! 
 
While the rest of our school had their 
feet firmly planted on the ground, our 
kindergarten students were off exploring 
the world. The children began their 
journey by making a suitcase which 
contained a world map for students to 
visualize the countries that they would 
visit. Students discussed needs and 
wants for travel. Next, students located 
their destination on Google Earth to 
determine the travel path and where the 
destination was located in the world in 
regards to New Jersey. Pegman 

(Google’s “Street View” guide) went 
on a virtual field trip to show us 
landmarks and interesting sites of 
the country they were visiting. Next, 
the children all had a personalized 
boarding pass and passport. They 
kept them in their suitcase, ready for 
travel on any given day. The 
kindergarteners’ passports were 
decorated with a slew of stamps 
identifying the countries they visited. 
Mrs. Rooyakkers came in prior to 
the first trip and the children were 
introduced to the career of an airline 
pilot using Google Expedition. The 
boys and girls were able to see 
inside a terminal at La Guardia 
airport and a cockpit of an airplane. 
The children watched a quick video 
of a flight simulation and pretended 
they were on an airplane traveling to 
the country being studied. Once the 
students arrived in the country via 
the flight simulation, they were 
introduced to the customs and 
holidays of that country. They then 
created a souvenir for their suitcase.  
Our world travelers are now safely 
back at Amsterdam School ready for 
a new year of learning and fun! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 

Page 2 Hillsborough Happenings Hillsborough Happenings 



Page 3 Hillsborough Happenings Hillsborough Happenings 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

all the body parts that they are learning 
in Spanish. Games and songs are an 
integral part of acquiring the language. 
 
The 1st grade classes had an amazing 
adventure celebrating holidays around 
the world.  Each class prepared for their 
trip by making a suitcase, packing the 
things that they thought were most 
important for their trip, and filling out a 
passport application. The students were 
then ready to journey to countries all 
around the world. Traveling to Africa, 
Israel, England, Russia, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Mexico, Poland, 
and India, the students learned how the 
holidays are celebrated in each place.  
After visiting the various countries, the 
students’ passports were stamped, and 
they left with knowledge about the new 
countries they visited. They read 
poems, played games, made flags, and 
enjoyed many other activities to help 
them experience new places. The 
students had a wonderful time learning 
about the various customs while 
expanding their map skills. 
 
All of our 3rd grade students were 
honored to learn from many of their 
classmates’ parents who talked with 
them about being immigrants to the 
United States. Some of their stories 
conveyed the excitement about coming 

The month of December brought the first 
music program to HES! The kindergarten 
and TP classes performed “Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm” with quacking and mooing 
included! Mrs. Dugan’s TP class pretended 
they had gone on a field trip to the farm 
and told the audience all about it, even the 
part about the farm being our main source 
of food. The 100+ students, under the 
direction of our music teacher, Mrs. Valerie 
Sell, sang their hearts out and had a great 
time being on the HES stage for the first 
time. It was also the first time that the new 
stage lighting was used, and we thank the 
Home & School Association for sponsoring 
that renovation to our stage. 
 
In Spanish, the kindergarten and 1st grade 
students have been learning colors, 
numbers (1-30), months of the year and 
weather. The  2nd graders are learning 
numbers (1-100) and classroom objects. 
They are learning how to say their 
birthdays and how old they are, as well. 
The 3rd graders continue to learn numbers 
(1-100), classroom objects and body parts. 
They are presently working on a project 
called “All About Me.” The 4th grade 
students created monsters and described 

to America, while others were tinged 
with sadness about leaving their 
homelands. Students learned about 
cultures and customs and were able 
to hear about why coming to the US 
was so important to these families. 
Thank you to our guests for sharing 
these special and memorable stories 
and for conveying the important 
message that our differences and 
unique backgrounds are the fabric of 
America. 
 
Mrs. Nork’s kindergarteners enjoyed 
listening to many different versions 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veteran's Day Celebration 
By Lucas Mathews, Emma Lowman, and 
Aryaman Mittal 
 
Has your school ever celebrated Veterans 
Day? Sunnymead does every year thanks 
to a thoughtful and caring 4th grade 
teacher, Mrs. Levinski. The veterans we 
inv i ted inc luded moms, dads, 
grandparents, aunts, and uncles. To start 
our brilliant morning we sang “The Grand 
Old Flag”, “The Star Spangled Banner”, 
and “America I Hear You Singing” for the 
veterans in the gym. Our music teacher, 
Mrs. Damiano, was more than happy to 
teach us the songs. It was so cool 
because Mayor DelCore came to watch 
us. After all of the singing, the veterans 
had breakfast in the R.A.S. room with 
some students. We can’t wait to invite the 
veterans to our school next year! 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping Hands 
By Anvitha Banda, Julia Petersen, 
and Veera Panchal 
 
Sunnymead School cares a lot about 
families in need. We raised money for 
the families who lost their homes in 
the Farm Road fire with an event 
called Helping Hands. Each student 
got a paper hand from their teacher to 
decorate and attach a dollar bill or 
more to the back. Teachers put all of 
the hands on a tree in the hallway 
that they crafted for this fabulous 
event. Can you believe we raised 
$900? All of the money went to the 
families who lost their homes and 
belongings during the fire on Farm 
Road. Our Sunnymead families love 
to help a lot of people in need! 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

November was full of exciting activities 
throughout Triangle School. Our 
Veterans Day assembly was even more 
wonderful than last year, with many 
veterans and active-duty soldiers in 
attendance. Assemblyman Andrew 
Zwicker presented Mrs. Heisel and Mrs. 
Casale with a proclamation from the NJ 
State Assembly.  In addition, we held a 
Philly Pretzel Fundraiser and raised 

over $200, which was donated to 
the Disabled American Veterans 
in honor of our guests. 
 
As December began, students 
and staff enjoyed Crazy Hair Day. 
Amazing hairstyles were created 
very early in the morning and 
everyone had a great day! 
 
There are many wonderful things 
planned at Triangle School for 
2017. We are looking forward to 
a fun combined Read Across 
America and Young Authors Day, 
as well as lots of other fun 
learning experiences. Triangle 
School wishes everyone a safe 
and happy new year! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Triangle School..... It’s 

GRRRREAT!!!! 

 



Woodfern students have been hard at work 
continuing to honor veterans. After our 
Veterans Day assembly and festivities, 
students and staff created a Wall of Honor 
to represent the military heroes who are 
part of our families and our daily lives. This 
Wall of Honor is on display for all Woodfern 
visitors to see!   

 
On Monday, December 19, students 
at Woodfern School had a cultural 
celebration on Las Posadas during 
their Spanish class periods. Students 
from kindergarten to 4th grade enjoyed 
the celebration as they went through a 
series of stations. There were games, 
songs, and activities including the 
piñata. Students actively used Spanish 
that they have acquired during their 
first two marking periods. Along with 
the games, students enjoyed singing a 
variety of holiday songs in Spanish, 
and dancing the salsa. This was a 
clear demonstration that the students 
are developing communicative 
competencies in Spanish. 
 
As we are fully into the cold weather of 
winter, Woodfern staff and students 
actively seek to create warm wishes.  

Woodfern continued its tradition of 
a Giving Tree this holiday 
season. Each year, we ask 
families to give what they can so 
others who are less fortunate may 
also enjoy some holiday joy. As 
fami l ies  made dona t i ons , 
snowflakes were added to our 
Giving Tree located in the 
office. Before winter break, these 
donations were distributed to 
needy families within the Woodfern 
community. As part of this 
community service, our Grade 3 
Governors helped maintain the 
Giving Tree. Over $850 was 
collected and distributed… making 
the season a joyful one for all. 
 
  
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

R E A C H 
students in 3rd 
and 4th grade 
r e c e n t l y 
participated in 
t h e i r  f i r s t 
a n n u a l 
C r e a t i v e 
C a r d b o a r d 
C h a l l e n g e . 
This challenge 
was inspired 
by a nine-year-
old boy named 
Caine Monroy 
who used his 
talents and 
passion to 

build an elaborate cardboard arcade in his 
dad’s used auto repair shop during the 
summer of 2011. One customer changed 
his life and helped his arcade to become a 
viral hit around the world. Ever since 
Caine’s creation was built, the Global 
Cardboard Challenge has become an 
annual event around the world to foster 
creativity, play, and imagination in kids 
everywhere. REACH students at Woods 
Road put their imagination to work and 
designed their own cardboard game, just 
like Caine. The steps of solving a STEM 
challenge were highly encouraged 
through this hands-on challenge. Students 
designed their game, built it, tested it, and 
improved its design with their families 
before the big game day. On December 
12, students brought in their final 
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creations and participated 
in a REACH game day 
with their classmates. 
Students had a chance to 
test and play each other’s 
games, while providing 
f e e d b a c k  a n d 
compliments to one 
another. Games ranged 
from skee ball, to marble 

mazes, foosball tables, a football 
flicker game, and even a snowball 
toss. The event was a huge success 
and we’re looking forward to making 
this an annual REACH event. The 
smiles on the students’ faces were 
priceless and made it all worth it! 
 
This year, students at Woods Road 
School have been busy visiting the 
Makerspace in the library. Each 
month, Mrs. Stoff, the Media 
Specialist, has new STEM challenges 
for the students. The challenges are 
presented to the students and then 
they have time to work out creative 
solutions to each problem. Mrs. Stoff 
has time blocked off in her schedule 
and teachers can sign up to bring their 
class in to take on the challenges. The 
students are enjoying their time in the 
Makerspace and have created some 
wonderful things! 
 
Woods Road School had a very 
special guest visit our 3rd and 4th 
grade students on December 20. 
Principal, Ms. Howe, arranged for a 
surprise visit from her friend, Tom 
Hutchinson, who is the principal cornet 
with the world famous Cory Band from 
Wales in the UK. He was principal 
cornet with the National Youth Brass 
Band of Great Britain and played for 
four years with the Black Dyke Band 
winning all the major titles.  Professor 
of Cornet at the Royal Welsh College 

of Music, Mr. Hutchinson is also a 
Besson artist. He has been a guest 
soloist around the world and recently 
released his first solo album, “In 
Principal.” On December 18, 2016, 
Mr. Hutchinson was a guest soloist 
with the Princeton-Rider Brass Band 
for their Annual Holiday Concert.    
 
Mr. Hutchinson treated Woods Road 
students to a question and answer 
session. They also learned the parts 
of the cornet as well as the 
instruments which are part of a brass 
band. Mr. Hutchinson played a few 
holiday favorites with our music 
teacher, Mr. Steege, as students 
sang along.  Mr.  Hutinchson 
encouraged students to continue to 
practice, practice and practice as 
t h e y  p u r s u e  t h e i r  m u s i c 
education. "The students and staff 
truly enjoyed his performance,” said 
Principal Howe. “Not only is this an 
example of globalizing the curriculum, 
but it provided a hands-on musical 
experience for our students.” 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Warm Coats & 
Warm Hearts 
Drive 
Thank you to all 
who participated in 
our Warm Coats & 
Warm Hearts Coat 
drive this season. 
To date, we have 
collected over 400 
coats that will 
greatly help some 
of the 43.1 million 
Americans living in 
poverty (according to the 2015 US 
Census). On behalf of the “Auten Road 
Gives Back Club” (coat drive 
organizer) thank you to all who 
donated to support the mission to keep 
families warm this winter.  
 
Safety Patrol   
Auten Road inducted its first class 
of Safety Patrol  members in 
November. The ARIS Safety Patrol 
was started by teachers Ms. Bryan-
Ashwell and Ms. Young in an effort to 
help all students to continue to move 
through the hallways in a safe and 
appropriate manner. Currently, the 
Safety Patrol members are assigned to 
supervise the hallways at the end of 
the school day. On behalf of the faculty 
and staff at ARIS, we greatly 
appreciate the work and commitment 
that our Safety Patrol does each and 
every day at ARIS. Keep up 
the great work! 
 
Socktober  
Congratulations to Team 6D 
who decided to do 
something good to make the 
world a more awesome 
place. After being inspired 
by Kid President (click here 
to watch the video) the team 

Hoops for Heart  
Congratulations and a big THANK YOU to 
all of our students and families who 
participated in our annual Hoops for Heart 
campaign. This year Auten Road raised 
over $12,000 for the American Heart 
Association. As a reminder, each dollar 
raised helps to fund research, programs, 
and education to our nation’s #1 and #3 
killers—heart disease and stroke. Hoops 
for Heart is a program that promotes 
physical activity and heart health through 
playing basketball. It is co-sponsored by 
the American Heart Association and the 
American Alliance for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance. Thank 
you once again to all who contributed 
toward this great cause! 
 
6th Graders Visit McCarter Theater  
The 6th grade students got a taste of the 
arts when they traveled to the McCarter 
Theatre on December 14 to see the 
critically acclaimed production of Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale, “A Christmas Carol.” 
Prior to the trip, students studied various 
versions of the story within their literacy 
classes. Teachers emphasized Dickens’ 
masterful character development of 
Ebenezer Scrooge. Students noted that in 
each version of the story, Scrooge’s 
characteristics and metamorphosis were 
the same. The children also learned about 
life in Victorian England. Their newly 
acquired knowledge of the time period 
enhanced their experience at the theater. 
Students and teachers alike enjoyed 
seeing the story come to life on stage. 
Capping off the trip was the opportunity to 
meet with members of the cast and 
engage in a question and answer session. 
This trip provided the 6th graders with a 
positive experience with classic literature 
and the theater. 
 
 
 

participated in "Socktober" and 
decided to collect socks, non-
perishable food items, hygiene items, 
and blankets to donate to Visions and 
Pathways (formerly Somerset Home 
for Temporarily Displaced Children).  
The team’s grand total was 813 pairs 
of socks, with an additional 53 pairs 
added by Miss Bryan-Ashwell's 
homeroom (Team 5G) bringing the 
team to a grand total of 866 pairs of 
socks, in addition to the other items 
collected. Visions and Pathways 
accepted the team’s donations. The 
team teachers on 6D (Ms. Cameron, 
Ms. Lawn, Ms. Kelly, Ms. Kaplan, Ms. 
Hughes, and Ms. Salinger) would like 
to express that they are so proud of 
the dedication and kindness that their 
students put towards this effort, and 
hope that their participation was able 
to make a difference and make the 
world a more awesome place!  
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 
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Winter Wonderland Dance 
The HMS Student Council transformed 
the Middle School into a Winter 
Wonderland on December 9 for a semi-
formal night of music, dancing and good 
spirits. Over 400 students from this 
year’s 8th grade class dressed up for 
the big night out. Photographers from 
Milan Rose were on hand to capture 
special moments throughout the night 
and offer every student a free portrait 
with their friends. Students danced the 
night away under twinkling lights and 
enjoyed dessert treats from a nearby 
chocolate fountain. The Winter 
Wonderland Dance is an annual 
tradition at HMS that hopefully left 
lasting memories for this spirited Class 
of 2021. 
 
 

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe 
HMS Drama recently completed 
performances of “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe” based on the novel 
by C.S. Lewis. In the play, Lucy 
(Sabrina Nieves) and her siblings 
Peter (Liam Angello), Susan (Sabrina 
Farrell) and Edmund (Chris Wescott) 
are among many children evacuated 
from London during World War II to 
escape the Blitz. They are sent to the 
countryside to live with professor 
Digory Kirke (Rishi Vipin). Exploring 
the professor's house, Lucy finds a 
wardrobe which doubles as a magic 
portal to a forest in a land called 
Narnia where they meet with great 
adventures and many fantastic 
characters including the lively Mr. and 

Mrs. Beaver (Darren Kinzler and 
Maggie Johnson), the White Witch 
(Melissa Joju) and Father Christmas 
himself (Jason Spinrad) among others.  
Congratulations to all of the actors, 
chorus ensemble, and stage crew for a 
great show under the direction of Mrs. 
Barbara Szabo. 
 
Sounds of the Season 
The HMS Orchestra took to the stage 
for their winter concert under the 
direction of Mr. Joseph Gall. The 
Orchestra students were followed by 
the HMS Choir & Chorale who 
performed under the direction of Mrs. 
Barbara Szabo. Finally, the HMS 
Symphonic and Concert Bands, along 
with the advanced Wind Ensemble, 
performed their concert under the 
direction of Mrs. Ciji Coates and Mrs. 
Nancy Ciacciarelli on December 20. 



On November 18, Balfour's Adobe 
Certified Education Trainer, Brynda 
Everman, visited with the HHS 
yearbook and newspaper journalism 
students. In a very productive session, 
students learned valuable skills for 
improving their digital images. (Pictured, 
senior Emily Boose and junior Caroline 
Pabst appreciate (and are amazed) how 
PhotoShop and a few skills can improve 
the dominant photo on their opening 
yearbook spread in this year’s book, 
themed “Boro In.”) 
 
A  record -b reak ing  number  o f 
Hillsborough High School Choral 
students have been accepted into the 
Central Jersey Music Educators 
Association (CJMEA) Region II Chorus! 
About 400 students from the Central 
Jersey area registered to audition for 
the choruses. In years past, an average 
of 2-6 students have been regularly 
accepted, but this year we had 15 
students accepted: Leena Baloch (11), 
Erin Chang (11), Julianna Ciccotelli 
(11), Matthew Conlon (9), Jillian 
Cuzzolino (11), Lyra Koncsol (9), Deepti 
Kumar (12), Rebecca Letts (10), 
Brandon Luckenbaugh (9), Erin Mooney 
(10), Elizabeth Rommel (12), Megha 
Sawhney (10), Madison Sheehan (10), 
Maya Wagner (10), and Srut i 
Yanamanda (10). These students will 
be performing at Monroe High School 
Performing Arts Center on Sunday, 
January 29, at 2:00pm.  
 
After months of tackling the mold issues 
at Hillsborough High School, everything 

has now been 
c o m p l e t e l y 
addressed. The 
a u d i t o r i u m 
reopened officially 
during the week of 
December 19, just 
in time to host 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
Middle School’s 
winter concert. The last phase of work 
to be done at this point is to replace 
the curtains in the auditorium, but the 
good news is that they have been 
ordered and are expected to be 
installed just prior to production of the 
school musical. Thank you to the 
Montgomery High School music staff 
and Principal Paul Popadiuk who 
generously shared their beautiful 
performing arts center with us for the 
band, orchestra, and choral winter 
concerts! HHS students shone in their 
performances at MHS during the 
orchestra and choral concert on 
Thursday, December 15. 

 
What is a physical education teacher 
to do on an extremely cold day when 

his Wilderness Survival class cannot 
go outside? In the case of Mr. Eric 
Rosenthal, he can have his students 
work on an activity that requires 
teamwork, patience, a steady hand, 
and a lot of support. Using nothing but 
cups and group members, the class 
spent the period building a tower as 
high as possible. It was challenging 
and thoroughly enjoyable! (Seniors 
Jessica Tallman, Jackson Goetz, and 
Peri Bongiovanni pictured).  
 
Three seniors recently signed their 
National Letter of Intent to play 
collegiate lacrosse. The girls, (pictured 
left to right, are Sarah Spence (Saint 
Leo University), Lauryn Yaskowski 
(Lock Haven University) and Kristen 
Andreychak (East Stroudsburg 
University)) are joined by Head Coach 
Beth Murrin and Athletic Director 
Michael Fanizzi. 
 
Thank you to the many parents, 
students, and staff members who 
nominated someone to be our Teacher 
or Educational Services Professional 
(ESP) of the Year. We received one or 
more nominations for fourteen (14) 
teachers and four (4) ESPs!  
 
Congratulations to Ms. Tracey 
Jameson, Teacher of the Year, and 
Mr. Gil Pilarte, Educational Services 
Professional of the Year!  

(Continued on page 12) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes (continued) 

Knowledge (NJASK) in grades four (4) 
and eight (8) and those students enrolled 
in Biology must be assessed with the New 
Jersey Biology Competency Test 
(NJBCT). 
     
While the dates may be adjusted up to the 
time of testing, the current 2017 
assessment schedule for Hillsborough 
Township Public Schools is as follows: 
   
 March 27 - April 4 — PARCC Regular 

Administration Window Grades 3 - 4 
 April 3 - April 6 — PARCC Regular 

Administration Window Grades 9 - 11 
 April 18 - April 26 — PARCC Regular 

Administration Window Grades 5 - 8 
 May 31 — NJASK Science 4 & 8 

Regular Testing 
 June 7 — NJASK Science 4 & 8 

Make-Up Testing 
 May 31, June 1 — NJBCT (Biology 

Competency Test) Regular 
Testing 

 June 7,8 — NJBCT (Biology 
Competency Test) Make-Up 
Testing 

 
There is no way to prepare your child 
for the assessments, as the work in 
which they engage daily is the best 
preparation; however, in the months 
prior to testing, parents ought to find 
out when the assessments are being 
given (see schedule above) and avoid 
scheduling appointments or trips 
during this time. Also, always 
encourage your child to read. The 
easiest and best way to prepare your 
child for any assessment is to read 
often.   
 
The days leading up to testing ought to 
be relaxed. Be sure your child gets a 

good night’s sleep and a healthy 
breakfast. Have your child dress in 
layers– if your child is too warm or too 
cold on the day of testing, his/her 
mind will be focused on that and not 
on the test. Finally, do not pass your 
anxiety about the assessment to your 
child; s/he will “feel” your anxiety and 
carry it around. Instead exude 
confidence that you know s/he will try 
his/her best and that is all you are 
asking.  
 
Should you have any questions 
regarding the logistics of PARCC 
testing in your school, please reach 
out to your child’s principal. 
Moreover, should you like additional 
information about PARCC and 
specific parent resources, please 
click here.    

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 

of "The Gingerbread Man.” The children 
even created their own gingerbread 

people. The most exciting 
part of the week was a 
g i n g e r b r e a d  m a n 
scavenger hunt! The 
gingerbread man left the 
children clues to help 
them find him. These 
clues brought them to the 
library, the gym, the 
cafeteria and the office. 
The last clue explained 
that the gingerbread man 
was tired of running and 
went back into his book.  
 
The 1st and 2nd graders 
in Mrs. Drill and Mrs. 
Thompson’s  l i teracy 
classes have been 

working on opinion writing. After 
listening to “The Day the Crayons Quit” 

by Drew Daywalt, the students picked 
their favorite crayon color and listed 
different items that could be 
i llustrated using that specific 
color. They are now in the process of 
putting together an opinion writing 
piece that states their favorable 
opinion of a crayon color and the 
reasons why that specific color is the 
best. Both the teachers and students 
are excited to see how the final 
products turn out! 
 
It has been a wonderful and busy end 
to 2016, and the HES Stars can 
hardly wait to see what 2017 will 
bring! We wish you a new year full of 
health and happiness! 

http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents


Page 12 Hillsborough Happenings 

Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Jan. 9—BOE Meeting 
Jan. 16—Schools Closed 
Jan. 18—District Orchestra Festival 
Jan. 23—BOE Meeting 
Jan. 26-31—HHS Mid-Term Exams 
Feb. 1—Coffee with the Superintendent 
Feb. 1—End of Marking Period #2 
Feb. 13—BOE Meeting 
Feb. 20—Schools Closed 
Feb. 27—BOE Meeting 

 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 

to very room she walks into or any 
hallways she walks down.”  
 
Mr. Gil Pilarte, Educational Services 
Professional of the Year, has been at 
Hillsborough High School since 2006, 
working as a Student Assistance 
Counselor and a co-advisor for 

Sources of Strength and Peer 
Mentoring. Mr. Pilarte is known for his 
sense of humor, his ability to provide 
students with a haven where they can 
express themselves and work 
through their concerns productively, 
and being an attentive ear and voice 
of reason when students are 
struggling. The family that nominated 
him stated, “It is obvious he is well 
liked by the long line outside his 
office. It is truly a safe zone... Mr. 
Pilarte goes above and beyond to 
check in on the students whom he 
has worked with and always has their 
best interests in mind.” 
 
Congratulations to Ms. Jameson and 
Mr. Pilarte! 
 
On behalf of the HHS Family, best 
wishes for a wonderful New Year! 
 

Ms. Jameson joined HHS in the spring of 
1999 and teaches special education and 
science classes. Over the course of her 
career she has advised several 
extracurricular activities, and she is 

currently the advisor of the PALS (Peers 
Assisting Learning Support) Club. She is 
known for her work ethic, constant smile, 
and wearing a tiara weekly on what she 
has dubbed “Tiara Tuesday.” One of the 
students who nominated her, Matthew 
Roarty, stated, “Most importantly, Ms. 
Jameson brings loads of positive energy 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

